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Artwork done by: 
Sophia Uzzell, aged 3 and three quarters
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ABOUT US:

WE ARE A COMMUNITY  
RUN EARLY YEARS CENTRE IN  
THE VILLAGE OF SHURDINGTON, 
RUN BY A DEDICATED TEAM 
OF HIGHLY QUALIFIED AND 
PASSIONATE PRACTITIONERS. 
WE PRIDE OURSELVES  
ON PROVIDING A SAFE,  
FUN AND INSPIRING SETTING 
IN WHICH EVERY FAMILY IS 
WELCOMED AND EVERY CHILD 
IS ENCOURAGED TO LEARN AND 
MAKE SENSE OF THEIR WORLD 
THROUGH A RICH VARIETY  
OF PLAY BASED EXPERIENCES.

Thank you for your interest in our Pre-School.
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Shurdington Pre-School is open during LEA term time as follows:

SESSION:

TIMES AND FEES:

Our current Hourly Rate is detailed 
in the covering letter of this pack. 
An overview of all other criteria are 
detailed below.

- Invoices for non-funded hours and snack and  
 consumables are issued 3 times a year in  
 September, January and April

- Children must attend a minimum of 2 sessions  
  a week.

- Full fees are still payable if your child is absent  
  from Pre-School.

- All accounts must be cleared by the end of each 
  term in order for your child to be able to attend  
  the following term. 
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SESSION:

FUNDING:

Children who are eligible for 
Free for 3 and 4 Funding will be 
eligible from the term after their 
3rd birthday.  

Achieving Two Year Olds (A2YO) Funding 
(families that meet specific criteria) are entitled 
to 15 hours of free Pre-School education.  
In order to claim the A2YO Funding, please 
note that we CANNOT claim your funding  
for you until we are given a copy of the 
email or letter that you receive from the Local 
Authority confirming that you are entitled  
to A2YO funding.  

If you are entitled to claim 30 Hour Funding, 
we must be provided with your 30 Hour Code 
in order for us to claim this for you. It is your 
responsibility to provide this to us prior to 
the term in which the funding will be used. 
To keep your 30 Hour Code active, these 
must be renewed by the renewal dates of 
31 December, 31 March and 31 August as, 
otherwise, we will not be able to claim the 
funding for you and you will be liable to pay 
fees.

If your child’s fees are covered by any 
funding, please note that you will be required 
to sign a Local Authority Funding Form every 
term. Pre-School will advise you of this when 
the time comes. Please speak to the team in 
confidence about your eligibility for funding.
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‘STAFF CREATE HIGHLY  
SUCCESSFUL PARTNERSHIPS  
WITH PARENTS. THEY PLACE  
THE UTMOST IMPORTANCE  
ON THEM BEING THEIR 
CHILDREN’S FIRST EDUCATOR  
AND VALUE THE WEALTH OF  
INPUT THAT PARENTS 
CONTRIBUTE.’
OFSTED, May 2015
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All families play a role in the smooth  
running of our community Pre-School. 

PARENT INVOLVEMENT:

ROTA AND COMMITTEE

AT SHURDINGTON  
PRE-SCHOOL WE STRONGLY 
BELIEVE THAT CHILDREN 
BENEFIT MOST FROM THE 
PRE-SCHOOL EXPERIENCE 
WHEN PARENTS, STAFF 
AND VOLUNTEERS WORK 
TOGETHER IN PARTNERSHIP. 

This is generally through parent rota duties with 
one duty per seasonal or double term for every  
one session your child attends per week. Rota 
duties will start after your child’s first single term.

We are run by a voluntary management committee 
made up of current and past parents and warmly 
welcome new parents along to our meetings and 
social events. Please speak to a member of staff  
or the committee for information about how you 
can be involved.
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PRIME

Playing alongside  
other children, making 

friendships while exploring 
the environment. Sharing 
experiences knowing an 
adult is close by for that 
reassurance if needed.

PERSONAL 
SOCIAL AND  
EMOTIONAL 

DEV.

COMMUNICATION 
AND LANGUAGE

PHYSICAL 
DEV. 

What the Early Years  
Foundation Stage looks  
like for your child:

OUR STRUCTURE

EARLY YEARS

PRIME

Running, climbing, building 
blocks, kicking balls, 

turning pages, trying new 
food, toileting and help 

with clothing are just some 
activities that contribute  

to a child’s physical 
development.

PRIME

When rhymes and stories 
are combined with actions 
this will build the child’s 

understanding of sentences, 
questions and concepts 
helping them to develop  
their use of language.
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LITERACY

MATHS

UNDERSTANDING 
THE WORLD

EXPRESSIVE  
ARTS AND 
DESIGN

SPECIFIC

Enjoying favourite 
stories, being aware 

of the structure, taking 
pleasure from songs, 
poems and sounds 

will develop a love of 
books and will build 
the foundations for 

reading and writing.

SPECIFIC

Our maths area in the 
garden provides one 
of many opportunities 

to use number language 
during play. We also 
enjoy number rhymes, 

role play, puzzles  
and shape walks 

through the village.

SPECIFIC

Building friendships, 
small world play, visiting 
the farm, park, school 
and church is great 
fun and helps the 

children learn about 
the community 
around them.

SPECIFIC

The children can 
explore colours, 

textures in their pictures 
and junk modelling 

when using the  
‘creation station’.  

Music and movement 
will encourage the 
children to develop  
their own techniques 

when dancing or   
making music.
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AS A GENERAL RULE  
PLAY CLOTHES THAT  
CAN COPE WITH A BIT OF: 
PAINT, GLUE, MUD, GLOOP, 
ETC. AND CLOSED SHOES  
TO PROTECT LITTLE TOES  
IS CERTAINLY THE WAY  
TO GO. 

We strongly believe that if children 
come home clean they haven’t had 
enough fun! 

Your child’s Registration Fee is to cover 
the cost of your child’s water bottle 
and their Pre-School T-Shirt.  The water 
bottle will be given to your child on 
their first day in Pre-School and their 
T-Shirt will be ordered on their first day 
once we know their size.

So children can enjoy their time with 
us, please ensure they are prepared 

for the day’s weather ie: a warm coat 
on cold or wet days and sunhats and 
suncream applied on when warm. 

Each child should also bring along a 
named bag to put on their peg each 
day that contains spare clothes (extra 
sets if toilet training), wipes and a 
nappy if necessary. 

We do have spare clothes at Pre-School, 
just in case. Should your child come 
home in Pre-School clothes, please return 
them cleaned as soon as possible.

We aim to make use of our 
fantastic outdoor learning 
gardens as much as possible, 
regardless of what the 
weather may bring! 

 
DRESS CODE
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The safety of your child is paramount at  
Shurdington Pre-School. We utilise a range  
of measures to ensure that your child is safe  
at all times, both in and out of the setting. 

KEEPING SAFE

Safeguarding children is a fundamental  
part of our ethos; as such staff and committee  
members are trained and kept up to date  
with national strategies. 

We utilise our wider environment as much as 
possible and broaden the children’s experiences 
with visits to the park, the church, the working 
farm and walks around the village. In all 
these instances a higher adult to child ratio 
is employed and we assist the children in 
recognising how to keep themselves safe  
when out and about.

These include:

- SAFER  
 RECRUITMENT 
 PROCEDURES
- HIGH ADULT 
 TO CHILD RATIOS
- RISK MANAGEMENT 
 AND ASSESSMENT 
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HERE AT SHURDINGTON 
PRE-SCHOOL WE SUPPORT 
CHILDREN TO PLAY AND 
EXPLORE, TO THINK  
CREATIVELY AND CRITICALLY,  
TO BE INDEPENDENT ACTIVE 
LEARNERS, FOSTERING 
ESSENTIAL LIFE-LONG  
LEARNING SKILLS. 

There are similarities in some aspects of play, 
of mastering a skill or in developing social 
understanding but each child will achieve this 
at their own pace, based on their own interests, 
ideas, preferences and previous experiences.

We cater for a wide age range and pride 
ourselves on ensuring that our early years 
provision is tailor made to each and every 
child. We do this through our Key Person 
system and in creating your child’s online 
Tapestry Learning Journal recording all of their 
fun and exciting Early Years experiences.

All children are different and all children make  
sense of the world around them in their own way. 

OUR GROUPS:

EACH CHILD IS UNIQUE
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CATERPILLAR 
GROUP
These are the youngest children.

In this group they’ll be strengthening  
their foundations in the Prime areas of 
learning: developing their physical skills  
and mobility and beginning to use more 
verbal communication in their interactions. 

The Caterpillars will have access to the 
outdoors for most of their session, regardless 
of the weather and will be able to use all  
of their senses in discovering the range of  
rich and natural resources available to them. 

BUTTERFLY 
GROUP
These are our 3 and 4 year  
olds, usually in their final  
year of Pre-School. 

In this group they will build and revisit their 
early experiences and begin to link them 
together in developing a higher level of critical 
thought and engagement in their play. 

Independence in their abilities is encouraged 
as they take part in preparing their snack, 
accessing resources and contributing to daily 
life at Pre-School with their ideas, companionship 
and achievements. 

Later on in this group they will be able to 
experience the Pre-School Programme as they 
prepare to take flight up to big school. This sees 
them ‘practice’ all the experiences they’ll build 
upon in their Reception Year, such as P.E Sessions, 
trips out and abou and a little more structure to 
their circle time and registration.

CHILD DEVELOPMENT 
IS A JOURNEY, NOT 
A RACE...WE’D LOVE 
TO BE PART OF THE  
ROUTE YOU CHOOSE 
FOR YOUR CHILD.
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GET IN TOUCH:

WHERE TO FIND US!
Please give us a ring or check  
out our website to find out more.  
We would love to hear from you.

THE PRE-SCHOOL TEAM
Shurdington Pre-School 
Millennium Hall, Bishop Rd, Shurdington, Cheltenham 
GL51 4TB

07961 396613 
shurdingtonpreschool@gmail.com

www.shurdingtonpreschool.com
URN: 101543
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FEEDBACK:

TESTIMONIES  
FROM PARENTS

Come along to our Family Time afternoon:

Every term time Tuesday from 1:15pm 
until 2.30pm run by Pre-School staff 
for local families and their under 5’s.

This session is planned on the ‘5 to THRIVE’ approach 
which celebrates healthy brain development in your 
everyday interactions with young children and babies. 

Join us for song time, messy play activities, 
baby area and advice, plus all year round 
access to our fabulous gardens.

“Pre-School are excellent at engaging with parents and helping them  
be part of the experience even if they are not actually present through  
the use of Parent Rota, Magic Moments and the Journey Books.”

“Our entire family have commented on how our child has flourished  
since attending Shurdington Pre-School and how her skills have  
developed in many different ways.”

“My child has learnt to become independent from a very young age  
at Pre-School demonstrating a range of skills. The outside space is  
ideal for young children to stay fit and healthy...I LOVE it!”

“I think Shurdington Pre-School picks up really quickly on individual 
children’s needs and always has something in place to help them.”

“WE LIKE THE CHILD-CENTRED 
APPROACH. WE LOVE THE 
OUTSIDE SPACE AND RANGE  
OF ACTIVITIES WHICH THE 
CHILDREN CAN CHOOSE FROM.”
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‘TEACHING IS OUTSTANDING  
AS STAFF EXPERTLY SUPPORT  
AND EXTEND CHILDREN’S LEARNING 
AT EVERY OPPORTUNITY. STAFF 
ENCOURAGE THEM TO DEVELOP 
CRITICAL THINKING SKILLS AND 
TO BECOME ACTIVE LEARNERS. 
CONSEQUENTLY, CHILDREN MAKE 
EXCELLENT PROGRESS IN ALL 
AREAS OF THEIR LEARNING 
AND DEVELOPMENT, AND ARE 
EXTREMELY WELL PREPARED  
FOR SCHOOL.’
OFSTED, MAY 2015
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Brochure designed and created by Alice Barker 
Little Design Patch - littledesignpatch@gmail.com 

www.littledesignpatch.com


